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Location of the Germans in the United States.

But while the ideals of German revolutionists have been
unrealized, Germans have, without previous concert, con-
tinued to concentrate in some few states of the Union. It
is a curious fact that German settlement in the United
States follows a belt beginning with Pennsylvania and
running due west through Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon-
sin, Iowa, and Missouri.’ In general this may be accounted
for by two facts: First, the Germans generally avoid the
southern states, because they are not acquainted with the
products of the south, while they understand the cultiva-
tion of wheat, rye. oats, and other northern products; again,
land in the south, before the War of the Rebellion, was
held by large land-owners who rarely sold, and free Jabor
was degraded by competition with slave labor:* the
climate of the south, moreover, was found to be less suit-
able to Germans. Another reason for their preference
was, that the Germans were searching for work, and par-
ticularly for land, which latter was abundant in that tier
of states during the period of their immigration.

Kapp, writing in 1870, says: ‘‘ Asnearly as a calculation
can be made, it has been ascertained that out of one hun-
dred continental immigrants, seventy-five go west, and
twenty-five remain in the great cities; while of the Irish
and English, twenty-five settle in the country. and seventy-
five remain in the eastern cities.”® Thus the new North-
western states opening to settlement between 1820 and
1850 naturally received the great mass of Germans who
poured out of Germany in those years, owing to political
agitations and hard simes. The immigrants who came be-
cause of the reaction following the uprisings of 1830, settled
chieflyin Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri;* while others
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